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EXPLORING social problems

The Fear of Terrorism
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Percentage very concerned about the rise  
of Islamic extremism in the United States,  
by political party affiliation

Figure 16.1  Percentage very concerned about the 
rise of Islamic extremism in the United 
States, by educational attainment
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Percentage very concerned about the rise  
of Islamic extremism in the United States,  
by age

Figure 16.3 �Percentage who believe government 
is doing not too/not at all well in 
reducing the threat of terrorism, by 
political party affiliation, 2014

Figure 16.4
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WHAT DO YOU THINK?
During the 2014 midterm congressional elections, voters 
identified their primary concern as the state of our national 
security and our defenses against Islamic terrorism. The 
Pew Research Center conducted a national poll, asking 
Americans to report how concerned they were about the 
threat of Islamic extremism reaching the United States. Poll 
results are presented in Figures 16.1 to 16.3, summarizing 
concern by political party affiliation, education, and age.

Based on these figures, who is most concerned about 
Islamic terrorism?

Note how public opinion on whether the government 
is not doing enough to reduce the threat is also divided by 
political party affiliation (Figure 16.4).

Using your sociological imagination, why are these 
groups most concerned about terrorism? How might 
the politics of fear play a role in their perceptions about 
terrorism?


